		 Letter to the Editor Examples

Letter to the Editor Sample 

Sample 1 - Long (~300 words)
	
April is Child Abuse Prevention Month and Prevent Child Abuse Florida encourages all Floridians to join us this month and stand up for the future of children in our state.

Each of us has the ability to help children and families in our neighborhoods. Did you know that when you mentor a child or parent, advocate for policies that support the next generation, or donate time or money to local child-serving organizations, you help to prevent child abuse and neglect? Don’t worry if you didn’t - according to research from Prevent Child Abuse America, most other Americans didn’t know either! 

But these actions do make a difference. By donating time and money to prevention organizations, taking the time to volunteer for after-school programs, or offering to help families in your own neighborhood, you can have a meaningful impact on the lives of children throughout the community. Actions like these help bring communities together, reduce isolation and help children and families succeed.

Research shows that most Americans are already involved in helping to prevent child abuse and neglect through one of those actions. If you’re not already, April is a great time to start!

As we observe Child Abuse Prevention Month this April, I hope you’ll take one of three simple steps to make a difference: mentor a child or parent, advocate for family-friendly policies, or donate to a child-serving organization.

If we all pledge to do one or more of these activities at least once during the month of April, we can make a real difference. More importantly, if we all continue to take steps like these beyond April and into the future, we can help grow the next generation of American leaders, entrepreneurs and innovators.

Will you join me?

[NAME]







Letter to the Editor Sample – Response to News Item

Sample 2 - Short (~170 Words)

Recent coverage of [APPLICABLE STORY IN YOUR LOCAL NEWSPAPER] has made me want to take a stand for children, and since April is Child Abuse Prevention Month, there is no better time than now! As the [Title] of [Organization or Group], I’m encouraging my friends and neighbors to join me and help families provide safe, healthy and happy childhoods by taking one of three steps: become a mentor to a child or parent, advocate for prevention programs, or donate to child-serving organizations in your community.

Each of these simple actions can help increase protective factors in our communities, creating a better environment that allows families to thrive and children to grow up healthy and happy. To learn more about how these actions make a difference, as well as tips and tools to help you get started, visit www. PreventChildAbuseFL.org.

[bookmark: _GoBack]If each of us commits to taking one of these steps this month, we can help build a brighter future for our children.

[NAME]
