Sample Talking Points

· Lawns at businesses, schools and public offices across Florida will be planted with pinwheel gardens throughout April in recognition of Child Abuse Prevention Month.  

· The pinwheel represents Prevent Child Abuse Florida’s efforts to change the way our state approaches the prevention of child abuse and neglect.
· The campaign focuses on community activities and public policies that prioritize healthy child development right from the start, before abuse and neglect ever begin.
· The “Pinwheels for Prevention Campaign” reminds us of our on-going responsibility to ensure that every child has the equal opportunity for healthy growth and development and a great childhood.
· The future prosperity of our society depends on the ability of our children to achieve their full potential, which is why we must make investments in their healthy development our number one priority. 

· When we fail to provide the resources children and families need, children are at increased risk of exposure to extreme and sustained stress like child abuse and neglect, which can interfere with healthy brain development and result in learning and behavioral problems and long-term physical and mental illness. 

· When the entire community takes responsibility for creating healthy environments in which to raise our children, we lay the foundation for long-term community prosperity.

· Getting prevention right early is less costly to society and to individuals than trying to fix a damaged child later.

· Programs and strategies like home visiting, parent education, support groups, mental health services for new mothers, sexual abuse prevention, expanding the availability of affordable daycare programming, and substance abuse treatment all play a role in the prevention of child abuse and neglect.
· We all have a responsibility to ensure these programs exist in our communities. We encourage you to promote the health and well-being of every child in our community by donating to children’s causes, participating in youth-focused community organizations and supporting family, friends or neighbors who are under stress.

